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careful to follow her husband's principle of not giving a
duchy to anyone who had possessions within it. For Suabia
she chose Rudolf of Rheinfelden, a Burgundian count, and
she bestowed on him the hand of her eldest daughter Matilda l
as well; Carinthia she gave to a Suabian count, Berthold of
Zahringen. Finally, in 1061 she appointed one of the leading
nobles of East Saxony, Otto of Nordheim, to the duchy of
Bavaria. None of them had much authority in his own
duchy, but they were all important nobles ; and they used
their new position to further their own interests. Agnes, in
trying to create powerful adherents for her son, raised to
power three of his most dangerous enemies. With Saxony
of course she did not interfere, and when duke Bernard died
in 1059 his son Ordulf succeeded him by hereditary right.

So, during the first six years of Henry IV's reign, the Godfrey of
government was in the hands of a harassed and incompetent f^raine
woman; the leading nobles took advantage of her weakness
to secure their own positions, and for the interests of the
kingdom there was a very general disregard. Here was a
situation of which the rebellious Godfrey of Upper Lorraine
was able to make the best advantage. Joining his wife in
Tuscany, he dominated central Italy, acting as if he were
the representative of royal authority, which in fact he pre-
vented from functioning. So far as the Italian kingdom was
concerned, Agnes could depend only upon the Lombard
bishops, whose hostility to the advance of papal power
caused them especially to value their attachment to the
German Crown.

In these circumstances, it was not to be expected that Hungary,
the queen^mother would be able to recover the suzerainty g01^' and
over Hungary. Yet for a time this seemed almost possible.
King Andrew was in difficulties owing to his brother B&a's
revolt against him, and was anxious for German support.
He made his peace in 1058, and his son Salomo was betrothed
to Henry's sister Judith. Probably this cost him his throne,
for the anti-German feeling, on which he had depended before,
was now on his brother's side. In spite of German assistance
he was defeated and killed in 1060, B61a became king of
Hungary, and Salomo had to take refuge at the German

1 Matilda died the following year.   Rudolf later married Henry IV's
sister-in-law.